The concept of the African American Dream as the basis for African Americans’ linguistic world view
Чантуридзе Юлия Михайловна

Аспирантка Московского государственного университета им. М.В. Ломоносова, Москва, Россия
The aim of the present article is to study the way a new notion – the African American Dream – has developed through the history of African Americans and the way it has reflected their world view. Its main goal is to reveal African Americans’ understanding of the African American Dream (on the basis of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s and Barack Obama’s rhetoric) and to define its linguistic rendering.
As far as its practical relevance is concerned, one can use this article to understand what has been meant by such a notion as the African American Dream and to become aware of the main components of African Americans’ world view.
Every nation has its own world view, which is reflected in its language. Language fixes all peculiarities of world perception and becomes the storage of knowledge about it. It is in the light of such perception that a human being sees the world. Thus, one can speak about a linguistic world view.
The linguistic world view is based on the set of certain concepts. A concept is a great deal broader than the lexical meaning of a word as it also includes an evaluative component. That is why, following the ideas of Y.S.Stepanov, it is possible to speak about the “multilayerness” of a concept. 
Cultures may share the same concepts or possess their own unique ones. The latter are often referred to as national-specific concepts. These are the concepts that have no counterparts in other cultures and it is they that render the peculiarities of a nation's mentality, world view and evaluation of the material world. 
The concept of the African American Dream belongs to national-specific ones. Its notion is deeply rooted in the history, culture and identity of African Americans. Being a constituent part of the people of the USA, African Americans share some of Americans’ views. However, there exists a set of concepts which were influenced by the peculiarities of African American history, i.e. the long period of slavery, segregation and discrimination. This fact considerably influenced African Americans’ world view. Thus, African Americans had their own understanding of such concepts as ‘freedom’, ‘equality’ and ‘justice’. All of them can be included in a broader concept of the African American Dream, which has become the key one in African Americans’ world view.
In its long history the African American Dream has undergone a number of profound transformations and has acquired some new components. At the stage of its emergence its key element was freedom since slavery had not been abolished in the USA till 1865. Then followed the decades of segregation and discrimination. That is why there appeared one more component of their dream – the will to be treated equally to the white population of the country. 
It is during the civil rights movement in the USA that the existence of a new, separate dream was postulated. It was done by Martin Luther King, Jr. in his best-known speech “I have a dream”. For him the core element of the African American Dream was the idea of racial equality being accompanied by freedom, justice and judgment not by “the color of their skin but by the content of their character.” [King] In the speech ill-treatment of African Americans, injustice, persecution, discrimination, oppression are shown as threatening, sinister and sullen: “the long night of captivity”, “quicksands of racial injustice”, “storms of persecution”, “winds of police brutality” and so on. On the contrary, positive treatment is seen as pleasant and joyful natural phenomena: “a joyous daybreak”, “sunlit path of racial justice”, “invigorating autumn of freedom and equality”, “oasis of freedom and justice”. [King]
During the next century the concept of the African American Dream remained rather stable as the achievements of the civil rights movement brought African Americans closer to the fulfillment of their dream.
2008 caused considerable changes to the components of the African American Dream. Barack Obama’s victory has become a great breakthrough for African Americans since the civil rights movement. The linguistic analysis of Obama’s rhetoric shows that he introduces more components of the African American Dream, which are the idea of change for the better and the idea of unity. Thus, one can still speak of the existence of the African American Dream in the USA.

To conclude, the present research has revealed the emergence of the African American Dream and showed the evolution of its components. To cut a long story short, its first core component was freedom. Then it turned into equality and later – into unity, education, success and so on. So, one can notice that the components of the African American Dream have developed from more abstract and general to narrower and more concrete ones. 
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