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The subject of the present paper is the individual style of Woody Allen, a prominent American film director, scriptwriter, stand-up comedian and writer, whose short stories and essays have been published by such well-established magazines as The New Yorker. According to O.S. Akhmanova, the individual style is ‘Совокупность основных стилевых элементов, неизмен​но присутствующих в произведениях данного автора в определен​ный период его творчества или распространяющихся на все его творчество в целом’ [Ахманова, 455].
For the analysis we have chosen Woody Allen’s essays. The essay seems to be one of the most popular genres of the 20th century in western and eastern European countries, Russia and the USA. “Эссе – универсальный жанр, живущий на гуманитарной территории уже более четырехсот столетий […] и что интересно, [он] снискал себе характеристику пограничного жанра, межжанрового образования” [Кайда, 4]. It follows, then, from this definition that the essay is not a very well structured genre: it is at the periphery of the publicistic style and the academic prose (and partially of the artistic style as well), which, according to N. V. Slavyanskaya, means that the essay remains within the domain of functional-stylistic syncretism (syncretism is understood as a cultural phenomenon, which integrates various structures of cultural reality). As a result, typical features of all the mentioned styles merge in the essay.  

Furthermore, the genre in question presupposes simultaneous realization of two functions, namely, conveying information – the intellective function - and producing a certain aesthetic impact on the reader – the emotive function. Therefore, the texts are likely to be stylistically and rhetorically marked and expressive. [Чаковская]
Although mostly known as a film director, Woody Allen started as a writer and for most of his life he has thought of himself as ‘a writer developing into a director’: when he was embarking on his career, he had no particular interest in films. Allen’s creative work in general is mostly manifestation of his personal vision of the world. It was first in writing and stand-up shows, where he expressed his worldview and developed as an artist. Woody Allen most generously shares his personal experience and knowledge with his characters and his individual style is formed and influenced by his personality, i.e. his origins, up-bringing, education, highly ironic attitude to the whole world, with no exception of himself. We may claim that the 1st person narration (used both in Allen’s essays and in the movies) on behalf of a specific character who is sometimes viewed as Woody Allen’s alter ego, a kind of “лирический герой”, provides deep insight into Allen’s own life, revealing his worldview. 

The essays of Woody Allen are characterized first and foremost by the extensive vertical context, which shows his deep knowledge of world culture and various fields of humanities, namely, politics, sociology, economics, history, literature, art, music, psychology and psychoanalysis, and a great number of references and allusions, that make his essays an intellectual challenge for the reader. Next, there is the ‘stand-up show’ character of Allen’s narration, which accounts for his sharp witty style, abundant in irony and self-irony. The dialogic nature, typical of any performance in front of the audience, stand-up show being no exception, is obvious throughout all the essays: Woody Allen’s essays are meant to be published and to be read immediately. This is hardly a kind of literature to evoke lengthy philosophical reflections on it. Woody Allen looks forward to establishing an immediate contact with his readers. This leads to neat punctuational arrangement to graphically reproduce the prosody of these pseudo-oral ‘performances’. Other typical features include many rhetorical devices, such as hyperboles, semantically false chains and innuendos, to name but a few. 
We may, then, conclude that the elements typical of different functional styles coexist in Woody Allen’s essays, with prevailing publicistic features. Being based on the comparison of individual and general experience, his essays can be viewed as an extremely intellectual and sophisticated genre, since they require in-depth knowledge and understanding from the well-rounded reader. 

Литература
1. Ахманова О. С. Словарь лингвистических терминов. - Изд. 5-е. М., 2010
2. Кайда Л.Г. Эссе. Стилистический портрет. М., 2008

3. Славянская Н.В. Реализация функции воздействия в тексте эссе. Автореферат на соискание ученой степени кандидата филологических наук. СПб., 2009
4. Чаковская М.С. Текст как сообщение и воздействие. М., 1986
