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Walter Kranz closes his famous and still often quoted book Stasimon: Untersuchungen zu Form und Gehalt der griechischen Tragödie with analysis of late Euripides and his choral techniques [Kranz 1933: 228–266]. Kranz entitled this section of the book “The new song”. He focuses on tragedies produced after the year 415 which is, according to him and Wilamowitz, the landmark set in by the first stasimon of Trojan Women (ll. 510–567). After general stylistic (let us say “technical”) analysis of changes in choral diction Kranz singles out new type of lyric narrative for very heterogenous subset of stasima, which includes one by Sophocles and eleven by Euripides.  

In the first part of the paper, the term “dithyrambic stasimon”, coined by Kranz for this subset of stasima, together with Kranz’s main arguments will be explored. This problematic term is in several commentaries either left unexplained [Kyriakou 2006: 391], or explanations focus only on main characteristics of so-called dithyrambic style without closer specification of the term used or attention to Kranz’s argumentation [Cropp 2000: 247–248]. In any case, usage of the term and its explanation is directly connected with still discussed general issue of choral odes’ relevance to a plot in Greek and especially in Euripidean tragedy. 
The second part of the paper will analyse, according to Kranz, one of the extreme cases of “dithyrambic stasimon”, i.e. the third stasimon in the Euripides’ Iphigenia in Tauris (ll. 1234–1283). On the basis of dramatic situation, it will be shown what kinds of thematic relevancies and levels of creation of meaning we can recognize if we do not analyse this hymn to the god Apollo just as a thematically irrelevant poem for its own. 
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