In the 21st century, environmental problems such as climate change, air, and water pollution are exacerbating due to destructive human activity. One of the countries, in which citizens suffering from these problems, is China. Over the last ten years, the number of social unrests concerning the deteriorating ecological situation as well as the civil society's activity in China rose. People call for making the production more ecological and follow sustainable development goals [1]. As a result, increasing people's activity in the environmental sphere has become an acute risk for Chinese Communistic party legitimacy.

This article tackles the following interrelated questions: Why the ecological problem has become relevant and why China’s environmental civil society organizations threaten the legitimacy of CCP today much more substantial than in the previous decades? These questions are worth asking since from the beginning of the 21st century, people all over the world, and, especially from China, started to pay attention to ecological problems and possible ways of solving them. One of the ways is to sign international agreements that would control countries' emissions and the current environmental situation. 

The issue of the activity of environmental civil societies in China started to be explored since the beginning of the 21st century when such non-governmental organizations have become highly visible because of close relations with mass media [2]. The further scientific interest was generated after China’s entries into international environmental agreements and only partly compliance of them [3]. At that moment, the scope of existed environmental problems had already posed a threat not only to people’s lives but also to the performance legitimacy of CCP [4].

This paper is exploratory research meaning that I use both qualitative and quantitative data from literary and relevant online resources to prove that environmental civil societies and their activity are a contemporary risk for the legitimacy of the CCP. The research considers not only internal environmental preconditions but also external factors that affect the legitimacy of the CCP. The first part of the study is devoted to China’s environmental problems and answering the question of why they require an immediate decision. The second part is exploring the reasons and ideas under which green NGOs and civil societies emerged and were developing. The third part shows the role of environmental civil societies and their ability to influence the CCP in the legislative process related to environmental problems. 

***

This research concluded that the exacerbation of ecological problems in China makes people being engaged in environmental civil societies’ activity. Moreover, international trends also push people to be more concerned about such issues. All this scope of factors affects the growing activity of Chinese NGOs; however, there is still a controversy over combining the increasing number of civil societies and the Chinese authoritarian political system.
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